[image: image1.jpg]N\ BRITISH
Ny ErCLING





Terry (Tel) Byrne

D.O.B.: 07/06/1984
Hometown: Blackpool

Current residence: Blackpool

Disability: Below knee amputation 

Classification: C4

Programme: Academy 

Disciplines: Kilo, Team Sprint
Major Results:

2011

UCI Para-Cycling Track World Championships, Montichiari, Italy



Gold – Mixed Team Sprint (WR) 

Silver – Kilo 

2010

UCI Para-Cycling Europa Cup, Buttgen, Germany



Gold – Mixed Team Sprint 

About Tel:

Tel joined the British Para-Cycling Development Programme in through the Battle Back Programme, a joint scheme between Paralympics GB and the MOD which helps wounded service personnel return to an active life with the help of adventure training and sport. 

Tel joined the British Army in 2003 and completed tours in Ireland (2003), Iraq (2003/04 and 2007) and Afghanistan (2008). On 13 August 2008, he was leading a company night patrol from FOB (Forward Operating Base) Gibraltar when he trod on a pressure pad improvised explosive device. His right leg and arm were severely damaged during the explosion and he had to undergo a below the knee amputation. 

While recovering from his injuries at Selly Oak Hospital in summer 2008, he watched the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Beijing and, inspired by the many medals won by British cyclists, decided to pursue a future in sport.

Tel was identified by British Cycling coaches as a potential at a Paralympics GB talent ID day at Mile End on 15 October 2008. Following trials in late 2008, he was selected for the Para-Cycling Development Programme in April 2009 and joined the Academy in November 2009.

During his relatively short time on the Para-Cycling Development Programme, Tel has shown huge potential.  His first major win came at the Disability Grand Prix of Wales where he took gold in the mixed Team Sprint and silver in the Kilo. Tel then went on to win gold in the Team Pursuit and breaking the world record with Jody Cundy and Darren Kenny at his first World Championships.

Tel is still a corporal in the 2nd Battalion Parachute Regiment but his primary ambition is to compete in the 2012 London Paralympic Games and win gold medals for Britain. 

He received the Combined Services Adaptive Athlete of the Year Award at the Annual CS Sports Awards in 2011. 

Tel lives in Blackpool with his partner and their son Harry. He describes himself as loyal, determined and analytical. 
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