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British Cycling Steps Up Efforts To Boost Competitive Events
Hot on the heels of a successful summer, which saw Sky and British Cycling deliver a series of recreational mass participation cycling events through the Skyride initiative, British Cycling is stepping up its efforts to boost competitive sport with the launch of a new regional support structure for clubs, volunteers and race officials. 

This week, the national governing body for cycling has appointed nine regional event officers who will play a key role in driving the growth and quality of competitive cycling events in Britain. The move will create a much needed link between local event organisers and British Cycling and offer them access to new training opportunities and expertise. 

The regional event officers, who have been appointed in partnership with British Cycling’s regional boards, will report to Lisa Graham, Regional Events Team Manager, who will liaise directly with the Cycle Sport and Membership Department via Jonathan Day, Cycle Sport Events Manager. 

Over the next few months, the officers will carry out an audit of their regions to assess current event structure, identify gaps in provision and areas of opportunities. Working with regional boards, British Cycling will develop individual event programmes tailored to the regions, aimed at growing capacity and improving the quality of events. 

Each programme will be supported by training courses for volunteers, race officials and commissaires that will equip them with new skills and improve their experience of hosting competitive cycling events. 

Jonny Clay, Cycle Sport and Membership Director, said: “This initiative is a major step forward in securing a great future for competitive events in Britain across all cycling disciplines and I am delighted that we are finally able to roll out the scheme to an enthusiastic response from our regions. 

“Once the new structure is established, not only will we be better placed to train, reward and retain those at the heart of event delivery but we will also be able to broaden the geographical coverage of races, inspire greater participation in competitive events and more effectively connect with local organisers such as local authorities and the police. 

“As more and more people are attracted to recreational cycling events such as Skyride, the appetite for competitive cycling will grow. We want to make sure we can meet this demand and to do this we need to establish exciting competitive events across Britain that are enjoyed by organisers and participants alike to keep them within our sport. 

“We have hired a fantastic team, all of whom have either competed themselves, organised races and sportives or worked as volunteers. We have former elite riders and talent coaches in the team and everyone is passionate about competitive sport and the potential the next few years hold for its growth in Britain.”

The following appointments have now taken place:

Yorkshire - Pete Sutton

North West - Phil West

North East - Andrew Johnsto
West Midlands - Jo Lyons

East Midlands - Jenny Gretton

Eastern - Rachel Fenton

Central - Mark Doel 

South West - Andrew Parker

South - Mason Thomas

For more information, please visit www.britishcycling.org.uk 

-ENDS-

Image caption: (Left to Right, Top to Bottom) New recruits – Pete Sutton, Phil West, Andrew Johnston, Jo Lyons, Jenny Gretton, Mark Doel, Rachel Fenton. Andrew Parker, Mason Thomas – with Jonny Clay, Sport and Membership Director, Lisa Graham, Regional Events Teams Manager and Jonathan Day, Cycle Sport Events Manager. 
Notes to Editors

British Cycling is the national governing body for cycling in the UK whose aim is to inspire participation in cycling as a sport, recreation and sustainable transport through achieving worldwide success. It governs all cycling disciplines and is funded by membership, UK Sport and Sport England. With British Sky Broadcasting, its principal partner, British Cycling has the shared aim of getting one million more people cycling regularly by 2013. In 2008 the GB Cycling Team brought home 34 medals from the Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Games, prompting a new wave of interest in cycling and focusing the nation's hopes on London 2012.
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