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2011 XC European Championships 
The European Cross Country Mountain Bike Championships take place this year in Dohany, Slovakia from 4th to 7th Aug 2011.  Selection date for the European XC Championships is the week of 18th July 2011.
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Strategy

The aim of the GB Cycling Team at the MTB XC European Championships is to win medals and gain top fifteen places.  If it is not felt that there are British riders capable of attaining these performances, then a team will not be entered in that category of the European Championships.  
Selected riders will comply with the UCI and UK Anti-Doping rules and anti-doping blood/urine testing policies. Those notified riders on the National and/or International testing pools will comply with the requirements of the World Anti-Doping Code and International Standard for Testing with regard to ADAMS and whereabouts information. 

Selected riders may be required to undergo physiological and/or medical assessment in the period between the selection date and the event.  This will be to confirm fitness following injury, illness or a period of marked under-performance.  All physiological assessment will be conducted by the British Cycling’s Olympic Programme’s sports science support.

Any rider racing internationally and wishing to be considered for selection has a responsibility to provide the Olympic Programmes Administrator on a monthly basis with their MTB XC results for March to July, with an initial outline of their season’s plans and main goals. Email: alisonjohnson@britishcycling.org.uk
All selections are made by a selection panel chaired by the Performance Director.  A minimum of two further selection panel members are nominated by the Performance Director, who may include but are not restricted to Senior Management Team members, coaching staff and expert advisers. 

Elite men and women
The team will be selected for the elite events on a discretionary basis by the selection panel.  The selection panel will consider only riders deemed to be competitive at this level, and may elect to take fewer than the maximum permitted riders for these events.  The panel would consider the following factors in coming to a decision:

· Competitive MTB World Cup performances in the period 20th April 2011 to 17th July 2011.

· Specific nature of the course.

· Olympic Games point scoring athlete and potential for points scoring at the European Championships where this could affect the process for qualifying places for 2012 Olympic Games.

U23 men and women

The team will be selected for the U23 events on a discretionary basis by the selection panel.  The selection panel will consider riders deemed to be competitive at this level, and those who have been identified as having potential to win medals in Major Championships in future years and who have been identified by the National Coach as having a need to experience competition at this level.  The panel would consider the following factors in coming to a decision:
· Race performances in the period 1st Feb 2011 to 17th July 2011 which demonstrate evidence of a rider’s progression and development towards a medal winning performance.  The selection panel will take account of age and experience of riders, as well as the quality of field and nature of the courses in competition.

· Specific nature of the course.

· Olympic Games point scoring athlete and potential for points scoring at the European Championships where this could affect the process for qualifying places for 2012 Olympic Games.

Junior men and women

The team will be selected for the junior events on a discretionary basis by the selection panel.  Only riders born in 1993 and 1994 are eligible for selection for the 2011 Junior European Championships events.  The selection panel will consider riders deemed to be competitive at this level, and those who have been identified as having potential to win medals in Major Championships in future years and who have been identified by the National Coach as having a need to experience competition at this level.  The panel would consider the following factors in coming to a decision:
· Race performances in the period 1st Feb 2011 to 17th July 2011 which demonstrate evidence of a rider’s progression and development towards a medal winning performance.  The selection panel will take account of age and experience of riders, as well as the quality of field and nature of the courses in competition.  
· Specific nature of the course

Team Relay

GB will not be taking part in this event at these Championships.
British Cycling operates a formal appeals procedure for challenging selection decisions which is available on request from the British Cycling Excellence office.  The Appeals Procedure must be instigated within 48 hours of the team being published on the British Cycling website (anticipated publication week of 18th July).
National Cycling Centre 


Stuart Street, Manchester


M11 4DQ





Tel: +44 (0) 161 274 2090


Fax: +44 (0) 161 274 2095





AlisonJohnson@britishcycling.org.uk


www.britishcycling.org.uk








