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2011 BRITISH CYCLING 
CYCLE SPEEDWAY ANNUAL REPORT
REGIONS
MIDLAND

From a league viewpoint the 2011 season was a great success, with all those clubs which came to the tapes at the start of the season, finished the season. A great spirit of co-operation and flexible approach was been adopted by all clubs with the aim of attracting more riders to competitive racing.
With the Midland League Division One and Division Two Championships going to Leicester, it was a good season for the East Midland part of the ML. 
A Division Three was trialled in 2011 which proved a great success, mainly due to its lack of formal structure which meant that virtually any number of riders below Premier standard could race at any one time. Really aimed at the young riders coming into the sport, this gave them a idea of League racing. The good news for the Midland league in 2012 is that the league will be bigger, moving up from six clubs to seven, with Coventry making a return to the sport, after a period when the club nearly disappeared from the cycle speedway scene altogether. 
The League's AGM, was held at Langley Lodge once again, with only Stoke missing (They sent their apologies to the meeting and of course mean to continue as a league member in 2012). Brian Buck thanked all Clubs for their help and cooperation during the season, with all forms being returned in good time. However, Brian did bring up the point of when club are giving very low marks, no reasons were given and this made it hard to follow up any problems. Brian also remarked that matches often took place without a Pits Marshall and that some thought should be given to the future of this role. 

Paul Bodley agreed to write to Mike Hack to raise the subject on a National Level. 
Mark Winwood, in his report as Fixture Secretary said it was always difficult to produce the fixtures when National and International fixtures took precedent, but in 2011 only 2 League fixtures were changed, both with the prior agreement of both Clubs and League and that the practice of producing the fixture list without submitting a draft copy to Clubs would continue in 2012.
After a request from Coventry, it was agreed that the new club will have four named riders on loan from other Clubs, that they can call on when their own riders are unavailable through work or other reasons, these four riders names must be submitted to Brian Buck before the 1st March 2012, this rule will be subject to review at the next AGM. Coventry also asked the Meeting if there could be mix of week-end and mid-week fixtures, as it might help to free up some week-ends, when some clubs have busy fixture lists, Mark Winwood said he would speak to other clubs about these plans.
It was decided to run the Midland Riders Championship in 2012 on the BYJL format, and that a Senior and possibly a Vets category can be added. The 2012 Final will be at Leicester and Mark Winwood Fixtures Secretary will do his best to find a suitable date.
The main thing the last 12 months has shown is that clubs can and do work together, and it is hope that this workmanlike manner will continue in the next 12 months and be the base for bringing more would be riders into the sport. 
On a National Basis three clubs (Wednesfield, Leicester and Sandwell) took part in the 2011 Premier league, Leicester finishing second in the League itself (only losing out on ‘rider points for and against’) and winning the supporting Combination League. For 2012 Wednesfield and Leicester form part of the six Team line up in the new Elite League, whilst Birmingham joins the Premier League. 
Other Midland Riders National honours included:
Mark Griffiths (Wednesfield) Euro 40+ Individual

Bob Prince (Birmingham) 60+ Individual
Leicester (Jason Ashford, Dave Frith, Colin Pole, Mick Skinner, Norman Venson) 40+ Club
Jason Ashford (Leicester) 40+ Individual

Lucy Whitehead (Leicester) Women Indoor

Midland Region International success included Lukasz Nowacki (Leicester) who was crowned as World Champion in the USA

NORTH

Regional Leagues 

Once again, the Northern region provided competition for all seven Clubs on every weekend throughout the season.  The Clubs were able to choose which Leagues they wished to support, depending on their own activity.  Premier League Sheffield chose not to take part in racing during Premier League fixtures and Astley & Tyldesley did not enter a team in either Regional League or Combination League, to allow the Club to re-group and develop in readiness for the 2012 season.  
The Northern League ran a six team senior League and six teams in the Combination League, which included two Sheffield sides and one of those was for the first time for the sport, an all girl side. 
The Division One League title was attained by worthy winners Stockport 2006, whose youth policy was now coming to the fore.  The majority of their side is made up of under 18s, who are now starting to gel as a formidable side, that is likely to dominate the sport for years to come.  Their task was made easier however by the fact that Hull and Edinburgh had both their fixtures declared void by a British Cycling Disciplinary hearing following incidents at the Hessle track.  Bury again improved with a good fourth place and Sheffield proved much stronger opponents than previous years, with their mainly young side improving each year.  Heckmondwike’s revival continued and they were able to field full sides on a number of occasions throughout the year. 

In the combination league Stockport completed the double with an almost unbeaten campaign.  The rest of the League was evenly contested with Bury just edging out Edinburgh and the Sheffield Rockets, for the runners up position. 
On Premier League days, the region ran a fours League which was competed by four clubs.  This was comfortably retained by Bury with Hull just finishing in front of Stockport and a competitive Heckmondwike.  The Northern Junior League was also won by Stockport 2006 and the individual competitions attracted a small but enthusiastic following.  
The Knock-out Cup was raced at Hull, with Stockport 2006 narrowly defeating Hull and Bury in the final, to complete a good afternoon’s racing.  The Junior Competition was also won by Stockport 2006, who comfortably beat a young Hull side.  
The individuals were again run as a 1 day Competition and this year were at Bury.  They were very well supported and provided some excellent racing.  The Veterans and Women’s Championships attracted healthy fields, which enabled these Competitions to take place for the first time in a number of years.  
Individual winners:
Under 10: Adam Turnbull - Astley & Tyldesley

Under 13: Matt Turner - Stockport

Under 16: Jack Lush - Stockport

Under 19: Dylan Radcliffe - Stockport

Open: Adam Stephenson - Hull

Vets: Terry Norman - Stockport

Women: Sandra Tomborska – Sheffield
Local Leagues

The Manchester League continues to be a successful mid-week League, as many of the Manchester based riders enjoy the Competition, both the team event and the individuals at the end of the season.  The Yorkshire League once again ran with four events taking place at Heckmondwike and one each at the Sheffield and Hull.  These were very well supported again and the individuals held at the end of the season was supported by thirty riders at the Hessle circuit. 
Manchester League:
Grand Prix winners

Under 10;
Adam Turnbull – Astley & Tyldesley

Under 13;
Adam Philips - Astley & Tyldesley 

Under 16; 
Jake Read – Stockport 2006

Under 19;
Ben Higham – Stockport 2006

Open;

Ben Higham – Stockport 2006
Individual winners

Under 10;
Adam Turnbull – Astley & Tyldesley

Under 13;
Adam Philips - Astley & Tyldesley 

Under 16; 
Jack Lush – Stockport 2006

Under 19;
Adam Philips - Astley & Tyldesley

Open;

Chris Parish – Bury
Yorkshire league individual winners

Under 10: 
Daniel Rushton - Sheffield

Under 13:
Adam Watson - Sheffield

Open: 

Pawel Idziorek - Heckmondwike

Vets: 

Rob Mawhood - Sheffield

Women: 
Laura Watson – Sheffield

Club Leagues

Several of the region’s clubs developed very active and sustainable leagues where their members took part in competitions against each other, either representing their school or in made up team names.  Sheffield Hallamshire Go Ride league, which is now in its fourth season, saw an incredible seventy eight riders take part in a Grand Prix series over eight rounds.  This included a final round at the Institute of Sport in November.  Hull, Astley and Tyldesley and Edinburgh also held a club league for their own members which saw all three clubs use their competition as a development league and benefited by recruiting several new riders.  This is clearly the best way to recruit and hold onto riders and as a result they all developed their clubs and enjoyed substantial growth during the year.  
National Success

The North did enjoy some considerable national success this year, none more so that Hull’s Andy Angel who was crowned the British Open Individual Champion and is the North’s first winner since Terry Norman back in 2005.  Astley & Tyldesley’s youngster Adam Philips, is the current British under 13 champion and there was further success outdoors when Stockport’s Terry Norman took Bronze in the over 40s, Edinburgh’s Johnny Murphy took Bronze in the over 60s and Paul Dyson of Bury won Bronze in the over 50s. In the indoor competitions, Stockport’s Jack Lush was crowned British under 16s champion and team mate Jake Read was Silver medal winner in the same competition.  In the British Women’s Indoor Championship, Vicky Brown took Bronze medal.  There was more success in the team events when Sheffield were crowned Silver medal winners in the open team event, with Stockport in third position and Stockport were also crowned Silver medal winners in the junior indoor finals. 
International success

The biggest Northern Region success for 2011 was in America for Sheffield’s Laura Watson, who was crowned the first ever cycle speedway Women’s World Individual Champion.  In the same event, Sheffield’s Vicky Brown took Silver medal. 
Other Highlights
It is not just riders who have had individual success during 2011. Bury Club Chairman, Stuart Howarth, was named as the Bury “Unsung hero in sport” in the recent annual sporting awards and Astley and Tyldesley was awarded “Club of the year” at the Wigan Council Awards Ceremony. Both winners went forward to represent Cycle Speedway at the Greater Manchester Awards Dinner. 
North Region Annual General Meeting
Northern region’s Annual General Meeting took place on Sunday 6th November and every club was represented except Edinburgh were excused from attending due to the high cost of coming down from Scotland. The formalities of the meeting began with an opening speech from Chairman, Tony Mann and was followed by various officers’ reports who discussed the years racing. Several issues were debated at length including whether to abolish the secondary licence. It was suggested there was now no need for a secondary licence with the new Premier licence to be launched soon and if the new licence was extended to cover the British team there would be no need for riders to leave clubs on a first claim.  However, the room felt that extending the new licence to cover British team would be one step too far and if riders wanted to transfer they would still do so. In addition, the secondary licence was vital to help struggling clubs like Heckmondwike and in conclusion felt that the current system was actually working well and should not be changed at all. (Note from BCHQ- The issue of Elite/Premier Licence is still under review by the BC CS Commission)
2012
The racing format for 2012 was agreed with all last season’s’ teams agreeing to continue at the same level with Sheffield again entering two combination teams including a all female side. Astley & Tyldesley will be entering a side in the combination league and Heckmondwike would try and run some combination matches on a friendly basis with a view to entering the league in 2013. The race format would revert back to the 8 man 18 heat format now that clubs had grown stronger than previous years. 
The Trans Pennine league will run slightly differently next season and would mirror the S&SW regions junior competition. The BY&JL regional rounds would double up as the first four rounds of the Trans Pennine league with additional dates on Elite/Premier race days. Extra age groups would be added such as women’s open and combination level to try and encourage mums and dads to take part and create a family affair where all the family can compete.
All other competitions would continue in 2012 as the North Region looked to continue to grow.
SOUTH/SOUTHWALES 
Another exciting and close season was enjoyed in the S&SW Region as all domestic leagues were not decided until the very last weekend of racing. New Division One champions, Horspath CSC had to travel to a resurgent Newport CSC who have enjoyed one of their most successful seasons in a while and were the only other team who could stop the Oxfordshire club from lifting the title. On the day though, the depth of the Horspath side proved to be the deciding factor and the title travelled back with them. Newport were very competitive throughout the season thanks to the secondary licensing rule and they proved to be the surprise of the season. East Newport CSC had a good season winning the Combination League for the second time running and also added the coveted Conference League which is exclusively designed for riders under the age of 18. The grading rule which restricts top riders from competing in the Combination and Conference and creates a more level Division One once again proved to be effective with so many matches completed with a score difference of just a few points. The system is so successful no club can take a win for granted with the bottom placed team capable of beating the team at the top of the league.
Southampton became Gold Cup winners after qualifying and staging the finals. This competition is quite old now has been revamped for 2012. The new format is for the top three teams in Division One at the end of the season to compete in play offs in a one off match. This will give extra incentive to middle order clubs in the league to compete in every match especially towards the end of the season.

Such is the depth of skill and experience in the region another club won the Rose Bowl in an exciting mid season fixture at Newport. Hellingly proved to be worthy champions and benefitted from having their own riders and not losing others to Premier League teams as this competition is only for non PL teams and held on a PL Sunday.

The Regional Individuals were held on a Saturday for the first time in three years and unfortunately wasn’t as successful as it has been. In previous seasons when it was a Sunday fixture both the Junior and Open events had qualifying rounds and the fixturing for 2012 would benefit from a rethink about using a Sunday once more. Congratulations to Mark Carmichael for winning the Open event and to Aaron Morgan for winning the U16 match.
The Regional Clubs approved an Open Pairs event for 2011 and this turned out to be a huge success. The staging club, Swindon CSC, did the event proud and were rewarded with a good turnout of riders with every club represented on the day. Newport pairing of Chris Davies and Mark Carmichael won the event.   
Regional Youth & Junior Grand Prix is still the jewel in the crown for the regions youngsters. The first four events doubled as the Wosskow Brown National qualifying rounds and the region simply adds 2 more rounds to the calendar. With an average of one hundred riders competing on each day it earns the staging clubs a healthy return on refreshments and raffles and all the riders and families benefit from the social aspect. The finals were staged at East Newport and always provide a great finale to junior racing.
The Region Committee worked well together with no major issues to resolve. With so many competitions and clubs to organise, the smooth running of all the administration is vital all clubs were well informed of progress at the start of the season. Results are rung through to Graham Sutton on match days and he did a fantastic job posting them on the British Cycling website. We would like to thank him for doing this as it gives a good impression of the sport in our region. The Region struggles to find someone to remain at the post of BC CS Commission Regional Representative on a more permanent basis. 
Summary
The Region continues to enjoy growth in terms of rider numbers and clubs. It is hoped that the Filton club under the guidance of John Marks and Andy Hewlett will come to fruition given the Region a total of 9 clubs. The Region would benefit from commissioning a five year plan with a view to developing its own website and reintroducing new clubs from existing disused tracks in areas such as Weymouth or Hamworthy and may be one of the countless tracks that still exist in the Bristol area. All the current clubs have stable and healthy numbers in terms of membership and support. With so many clubs though, available Sundays are a premium and the Premier/Elite League has a profound effect on the running of the region. This issue is discussed each year at the AGM to find ways to incorporate the Regional programme into the National one. Never an easy task!
SOUTH EASTERN

The 2011 Cycle Speedway season was, on the whole a great success for the South Eastern Region. There were chances for the season to go pear shaped, but common sense prevailed in the end, leading to a fabulous British Final weekend in Norfolk over the August Bank Holiday period. So much has been said since the British Finals weekend that it would be pointless in carrying on with that subject.

Enough said about the August weekend, though, it was left to the Ipswich club to keep the South Eastern flag flying in the Premier League. With the withdrawal of the Norwich club from the Premier League in 2010, only Ipswich stayed and competed, and what a tough season it was for the Whitton based club. Injuries forced Ipswich to blood some of their talented youngsters in the first team, and they didn’t look out of their depth as they took on the big-boys and gave them a big shock. In the South-East League Divisions One, and Two and the Under 16 League, Ipswich swept all before them aside as they took all of the team titles that were up for grabs. The Division One title went right up to the final matches of the season, but the damage for Norwich was done in the match at Eaton Park against Ipswich in September. As it happened, Ipswich had to win by at least seven points to take the title, and that is how the match finished with Ipswich taking the win by 83 - 90, and the League Championship by just one race point. It was the first time that Ipswich had won the League title since the mid 90’s. Many Congratulations go deservedly to the Eagles. In Division Two, it was a stroll for the young Eagles, who suffered only one defeat in Division Two, and that at Kesgrave in their last fixture of the season. In the Under 16 League, Ipswich capitalised on their superiority, going unbeaten through the season. In the Under 14 & Under 10’s Fours, again Ipswich were the dominating club throughout the competition. Who can stop them then in 2012? Norwich, it seems is the only club that can get near them, but the Stars still have a long way to match Ipswich’s strength in depth. For Norwich they will say that they lost the Division One title rather than Ipswich won it. In the four matches against Ipswich in the League, Norwich only won one of them and that was their downfall. Never the less, 2012 will be different as Norwich would, or should have learnt their mistakes of 2011 and push again for Division One honours. Great Blakenham had a season that they will want to forget. They were badly let down by their senior riders in Division One last season, but it was good to see that Terry Ashford has at last started a recruitment policy for younger riders. In time this will pay dividends for the Mill Lane club. Hethersett seemed to struggle one week in Division One, and the next week, everything is O.K. They have blooded some new young riders in 2011, and these riders will get better in time. The Hawks have a good base of young riders and this will see them start to perform well in the next couple of years. East London have also started a recruitment campaign, and speaking to Kevin Smith, he is optimistic of some new riders joining the East London club, ready for 2012. Kesgrave are really a club that has the potential to go far, not only regionally, but nationally as well. Division Two was just about their limit, and with joining up with Colchester this year, saw The Panthers become difficult opponents in that League. Just how long though will Kesgrave continue to stay in Division Two is the question? Colchester still struggle to attract riders, or even new riders to don their colours. For Colchester as it has been a struggle since day one. This, and what happened to Great Blakenham as they struggled in 2011, were the only down sides of what went on in Eastern Region during 2011. 
On a most positive note though there is every reason that the Spixworth club could possibly re-emerge in 2012. New shale has been ordered and laid at Crostwick Lane, and with some good luck and good promotion by the Spixworth management, it is possible that Spixworth will rise and once again be racing at least at local Mid-week level. It would be great if both Spixworth and even Colchester could put an Under 16 team together. 
Mid-week racing in both Norfolk and Suffolk is now at an all time high, with regular attendee’s reaching to almost thirty riders in Norfolk, and possibly above that figure in Suffolk. This is good news for both Counties, and if the same can happen in Essex and East London, then the South Eastern Region would be in a very healthy state indeed, but we have to soldier on and not let the level of riders drop if we are to improve on the numbers in Essex and East London. The Region is very optimistic that this will happen and that the Region will continue to grow and grow
2011 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – EDENTON, USA, APRIL 2011

Many congratulations to the following British Medallists:
Open Team Champions
Andy Angel, Lee Aris, Steve Harris, Paul Heard (England)

Women’s Individual Champion
Laura Watson

Junior Team Champions
Vicky Brown, Dan Chambers, Leyton Glover, Jpoe Kemp, Lee Kemp, Arron Morgan, Matt Smith, Laura Watson (England)

Over 40’s Individual Champion
Steve Harris

2nd Women’s Individual Championship
Vicky Brown

2nd Junior Pairs
Dan Chambers, Leyton Glover, Arron Morgan

3rd Open Pairs 
Andy Angel, Lee Aris, Paul Heard

3rd Women’s Individual Championship
Lauren Hookway

3rd Junior Individual Championship
Dan Chambers
2011 BRITISH INDIVIDUAL AND TEAM CHAMPIONS
Many congratulations to all of the following:
Outdoor Individuals
Open
Andy Angell (Hull) 18; Lee Aris (Wednesfield) 17; Phil Howells (Leicester) 16;
Women
Livy Horsley (Horspath) 19; Lauren Davies (Leicester) 19; Michelle Whitehead (Leicester) 17
Under 19
Mark Carmichael (Horspath) 20, Ben Mould (East Newport)19, Paul Heard ( Birmingham) 18
Over 40
Jason Ashford (Leicester) 20 pts, Steve Harris (Horspath) 19, Terry Norman (Stockport) 17
Over 50
Denis Hubble (East London) 20, Steve Woodruff (East London) 19, Paul Dyson (Bury) 18,
Over 60
Bob Prince (Birmingham) 19, Colin Wheeler (Southampton) 18, John Murphy (Edinburgh) 18
Under 16
Aaron Morgan (Poole) 18; Ashley Hill (Ipswich) 17; Matt Mildon (Poole) 16
Under 16 Girls
1st  Livy Horsley (Horspath) 19;  2nd Lauren Davies (Leicester) 19; 3rd Lauren Hookway (Exeter) 17
Under 13
Adam Phillips ( Astley & Tyldesley) 19, Will Tidball (Exeter) 17, Matthew Turner ( Stockport) 17
Under 13 Girls
Jamielea Walters ( East Newport) 16, Sharna Cox (Wednesfield) 15, Courtney Aris ( Wednesfield) 14,
Under 10
Jack Chaplin (Ipswich) 20; Mason Parkins (Norwich) 19; Sean Bennett (East Newport) 18;
U-10 Girls
1st  Gemma Hill (Ipswich) 8; 2nd Chloe Whitehead (Leicester) 8,  3rd Alice Neighbour (Horspath)
Outdoor Club
Open

HORSPATH    

48
Mark Carmichael 13, Mark Boaler 12, Steve Harris 12, 
Lewis Osbourne 11.
BIRMINGHAM 
47
Paul Heard 16, Chris Timms 13, Marcus Wadhams 10, 


Nathan Groves 5. Mark Winwood 3

LEICESTER     
33
Jason Ashford 10, Carl Jarvis 8, Leon Telland 8, Craig Marchant 7, 
Women
LEICESTER 

69        
Michelle Whitehead 19, Lauren.Davies 19, Lucy.Whitehead 15, 

Amy Crouch 14, Chloe Whitehead 2

SHEFFIELD     
 
52      
Vikki.Brown 16, Emily.Birks 14, Laura.Watson 13, Billie.Owen 9, 
IPSWICH          

46       
Lauren Jacobs 20, Laura Dale 17, Gemma.Hill 9,
Under 19
POOLE 

49 
Leighton Glover 13, Aaron Morgan 12, Thomas Reed 11, 
Sam Hearne 9, Matt Mildon 4
EAST NEWPORT 
42 
Aaron Herbert 10, Daniel Bock 9, Corey Jones 8, Ben Mould 8, 
                                       
AaronHughes 7 
HORSPATH 

36 
Mark Carmicheal 14, Matt Coulter 9, Lee Clarke 6, Wayne Clarke 5, 

                                       
Zac Payne 2.
Over 40’s
LEICESTER

 54        Jason Ashford 16, Dave Frith 14, Mike Skinner 12, 
Norman Venson 11, Colin Pole 1

POOLE

 
41         Rob Haywood 12, Dave Murphy 11, Chris Shylock 9, Pete Young 9 

KESGRAVE 
 
41         Daniel Zagni 13, Gary Brown 11, Peter Ingram 9, Paul Brinkoff 7, 
                                        
Neil Cutting 1
Under 16
POOLE


47 
Aaron Morgan 16, Matt Mildon 14, Arron Smith 10, Will Bristowe 7.

STOCKPORT 

42 
Matt Lush 12, Jake Read 12, Jack Lush 9, Ali Lam 9, 
Joe Pickford Dnr.

IPSWICH 

40 
Ashley Hill 14, Lewis Roberts 9, Charlie Rumbold 8, 
Richard Fellgate 6, Will Clarke 3.
Under 13
HORSPATH       
44
Jordon Richardson 15; George Horsley 13; Jake Neighbour 12; 
                                       
Alice Neighbour 2; Alfiie Wakerfield 2:
EAST NEWPORT 
40
Ethan Greenslade 14; Tudor Coombes 10; Adam Bennett 9; 
                                       
Ethan Lewis 7; Sean Bennett dnr:
ASTLEY & TYLDESLEY 39
Adam Phillips 16; Reece Pollitt 14; Freddie Hewitt 5; Ross Green 4.
Under 10
KESGRAVE         
57 
Lewis Brinkoff 15, Harrison Bacon 15, Tyler Brinkoff 14, 
Ben Read 10, Charlie Long 3. 

POOLE 
  
48 
Kieran Hoare 14, Kobi Joyce 11, Callum Smith 9, Jack Kennedy 8, 
                                        
Hayden Rowles 6. 
IPSWICH 
   
44 
Jack Chaplin 16, Sam Warner 15, Gemma Hill 7, Charlie Brook 6.

Indoor Individuals
Open
Mike Morgans (Horspath) 18, Mark Boaler (Horspath) 17, Chris Jewkes (Wednesfield) 14
Women
Lucy Whitehead (Leicester) 20,  Livvy Horsley (Horspath) 18, Vicki Brown (S(effield)  17, 
Under 19
Thomas Reed (Poole) 19, Mark Carmichael (Horspath) 19, Paul Heard (Birmingham) 15
Over 40’s

Steve Harris (Horspath) 20, Paul Timms (Birmingham) 19, Jason Ashford (Leicester) 18,
Under 16’s

Jack Lush (Stockport) 20, Jake Read (Stockport) 19, Ricki Johnson (Sandwell) 17,
Under 13’s

Ethan Greenslade ( East Newport) 20, Jake Neighbour (Horspath) 18, Will Tidball (Exeter) 17.
Indoor Team
Open
HORSPATH 

55        
Mark Boaler 16, Steve Harris 14, Mark Carmichael 14, 
                                                    Mike Morgans 11, Matt Coulter dnr 

SHEFFIELD

38         Ryan Hoyland 13, Jono Birks 10, Anthony Birks 8, Aiden Owen 7,                 

   



Richard Hudson dnr
STOCKPORT

33         Ben Higham 11, Dylan Radcliffe 6, Jack Lush 8, Jake Read 8, 



Matt Lush dnr
Under 19

Poole 

43
Leyton Glover 15, Tom Reed 12, Aaron Smith 8, Will Bristowe 8
Stockport 

42
Ben Higham 15, Dylan Radcliffe 12, Matt Lush 8, Jack Lush 7, 
                                                    Jake Read 0
Horspath 

40
Mark Carmichael 14, Matt Coulter 13, Wayne Clarke 7, Lee Clarke 4,                    




Zak Payne 2.


British Team Champions
POOLE                
93.5
 Tom Reed 17, Pete Young 15, Tom Colling 15, Aaron Morgan 13.5, 
                                        
Chris Roberts 13, Sam Hearn 9, Matt Mildon 6, Leyton Glover 5.

LEICESTER        
 79.5
Craig Marchant 14.5, Leon Yelland 14, Phil Howells 13, 
Mark Newey 13, Kevin Burns 9, Jason Ashford 7, Norman Venson 5, Nicky Whitehead 4.
Record entries for most Championships were received, which is most encouraging. All the 2011 BC CS  Champions and World Medallists will be invited to the BC National Awards Ceremony in Birmingham on 4th February 2012. 
PREMIER LEAGUE

Firstly, congratulations to Horspath for once again winning the League and to runners up Leicester. A competition which went right down to the wire and which was eventually only decided on ‘for and against’ match points. The combination league was the other way around with Leicester as winners and Horspath as runners up.
The League has been developed on a criteria points system which encourages clubs to be well managed and to achieve the promotion of cycle speedway at the highest level
The Premier League Manager visited the three new clubs to the current Premier League and reviewed their facilities and talked over the criteria for the 2011 season. There has been only one change the criteria points system in 2011 year when we add criteria points for club who have the own BC Level 2 Qualified coaches. There were five areas of grading with the total maximum points for each section as shown-
1. 158 points: Supporting British Club events, BYJL, combination league and regional competitions. By monitoring these events we will be ensuring a stronger club 

2. 180 points:  Club Mark will provide a way of protecting the club members and making sure the club follows good practice, all clubs are required to have Club Mark by August 2013, 6 out of the 8 clubs have Club mark already and 6 clubs have Qualified coaches

3. 80 points: Club Administration and Publicity - How well the club has responded to League administration and managed that publicity information going out to the public to help promote their club

4. 100 points :Facilities at the track to promote cycle speedway  

5. 100 points :Match day standards marked by referees 

The total maximum points a club could achieve is 618 and this year the top club was Leicester who gained 519 points, a great achievement. There have been improvements in most clubs. It has been alleged that the League is only for clubs who have the best facilities. However, the points system only awards up to 100 points out of 618 for this area of the rankings so is not the case. A very successful impact of the Premier League structure is the encouragement of clubs to support the BYJL. In 2011 56% of the rider to the competition came from Premier League clubs. Each club has received a copy of their individual criteria report and in December will receive any recommendation of ways to improve their criteria points 
Neutral referees

The treatment by some clubs and thier members towards referees has made the appointment of Referees to Premier League Matches in 2011 a greater Challenge that in past seasons with a  number of referees choosing to decline thier services to PL Matches during the season because of this. Out of the 56 matches, 52 were refereed by neutral referees this year. On just 2 occasions, the referee had to pull out late this season resulting in the home club having to provide the referee. A totalof 14 different referees were used in 2011. I would like to give a special mention to Robin Spicer who referee 12 matches for the league and his assessment marks 8.5 out 10, a great achievement in his second season of refereeing for the Premier League. 
Disciplinary issues
During the season there was one yellow card, three red cards shown and two match bans issue by referees against last season of 1 yellow and 1 red, so on the disciplinary side there are a few clubs have some work to do or they will find that their membership of the league is withdrawn.
Subcommittee of the Premier League

A vote of thanks go to the three members of the subcommittee who worked on reviewing the Premier League for all their work (especially Tim Jarvis), the subcommittee was setup after the Development document was produce which the sports membership had a input to. The resulting 18 page document has been presented to the BC CS Commission, the outcomes of which will be implemented over the next two seasons
BRITISH YOUTH & JUNIOR LEAGUE 2011 REPORT

The most successful competition of the past decade reached bursting point in 2010 with National Rounds having record attendances and up to ten hours of racing putting a strain on promoters, organisers and clubs providing transport.  Something had to be done and various options were considered but any that would have reduced the opportunity for participation were quickly discarded and the only solution recommended was to split the competition into two – Under-12s and Over-12s. While the same opportunities were still there, the move did put different pressures on Clubs and some individual parents, many of whom were left with difficult choices.  These pressures are acknowledged but the competition is now well placed to further continue its growth.  In 2011 overall participation was slightly down, surprisingly in previous growth age groups like U10s and U12s. Other age groups increased, especially the U8s but also the U18s (which has often been considered by many as expendable).  That age group still provides an important vehicle for those not blessed with the skills to get regular top-level racing. Numbers were still over 400 for the season with the South & South-Wales Region again having the largest participation by far. When it came to the National Rounds the first ones in that Region were well attended but later rounds dropped, probably for a number of reasons such as –
a) Distance between tracks in Round one made travelling between them difficult and put people off other rounds

b) The Test Matches in Poland on the weekend of Round two ruled out many older riders and this had a knock-on effect for later rounds

c) The economic climate made people more selective on travelling when they perceived that honours were out of their reach
The competition has continually evolved over its history, always responding to emerging demands so, hopefully, as Clubs and parents adapt to new arrangements it will continue to be an attractive competition for increasing participation.  While League titles and Grand Prix prizes are the carrots for the more successful Clubs and riders, it is the provision of opportunities for all youngsters and for riders new and experienced to feel important while taking part that is most important. The competition is blessed with the excellent sponsorship of Wosskow Brown, with Ian Brown giving much more with his personal input and enthusiasm to the competition.  Also the provision of the events would not be possible without the efforts by staging Clubs, Regional Co-ordinators and, especially, Ivan Pike and Venetia Webb who helped provide efficient running of National Rounds in the new arrangement.
REFEREES

2011 was another well organised season on the refereeing front. There was a pre-season regional training course held in the South and South Wales region, which led to some new officials coming on board during the season. The season started with a total of 77 graded referees, who have all completed training courses during the previous six years. These were split as 6 Grade 'A' International, 8 Grade 'A' National, 9 Grade 'B' National, 19 Grade 'B' Regional and 35 Grade 'C' referees. In addition, there were another 49 registered referees, who have not undergone any training. Thanks to the commitment of the higher graded referees, all national and international matches held in the U.K. were covered by a neutral appointed referee. The Premier League secured the services of neutral referees for all but two of their matches during the season. The sport now has a plentiful supply of referees to cover matches at club, local and regional levels as well.

Looking ahead, there are plans to hold a national referees seminar, in conjunction with the Midlands 
Commissaires & Referees Conference on Sunday 12th February 2012.
COACHING

The inaugural coaching conference at the end of 2010 proved a huge success with a number of coaches, potential coaches and academy riders attending the day of practical and theory based sessions. BMX head coach Jeremy Hayes attended and gave a superb insight into the development of BMX and gave plenty of analogies to cycle speedway throughout his 45 minute presentation. Following on from that the completion of the level two cycle speedway specific course was a priority and this was achieved and tested mid summer. The first course is planned to start on the 10th of December at Astley & Tyldesley and at the time of writing ten coaches were registered on the course. As result of this course, there has been a surge in interest in coaching and it is envisaged that several people will be applying to go on a coaching course in the New Year. Suitable dates are currently being looked at to ensure those interested are able to attend a course before the season starts and racing gets in the way. In addition, several coaches who started the process have indicated that they are looking to complete the course and dates are being sought to deliver day three of the level two course for those who didn’t attend their schedule day originally. Plans are also being made to help coaches through the coaching process by delivering workshops and/or individual advice to overcome the hurdles that are preventing coaches completing the courses. Next year will also see the second coaching conference take place and it will be open to every level of coach and anyone who would like to get involved in coaching. The focus of the conference will be how to prepare for a tournament and how to peak at the right time. It is also likely to involve key academy riders who want to learn how to prepare for a championship. Tony Bennett and Stuart Raven have indicated their willingness to get involved in delivering coaching and several academy dates have been pencilled in to next years racing calendar. As part of the coaching process there are plans to deliver coaching tips on both the BC website and Spokesman online which have both indicated they will provide dedicated pages to coaching to allow riders access at any stage of the training programme.
Cycle Speedway Academies

The academy is being reviewed by Ivan Pike and Tony Bennett. The BC CS Commission have agreed to provide additional dates in the racing calendar to prepare riders for the European championships in July. 
DEVELOPMENT
Over the winter of 2010/11 BC CS Commission Development Officer Tim Metcalfe prepared a very detailed report to the Commission on how the next phase of development should proceed. Previous projects had focused on a target date for the sport to aim at where certain changes should be implemented and goals achieved. This type of development had been very successful and several of today’s successful competitions evolved from this type of development. However, five year target dates can be slow development and it was believed that an annual review and development process would achieve more, efficiently amend mistakes and involve more people in the process. Within Tim’s report was a well defined structure, which saw the introduction of several committee’s that would be responsible for defined areas of the sport and would be overseen by a steering committee that would supervise the project and tie together the whole process. To kick off the project a questionnaire was sent out to every cycle speedway member to try and obtain as much information as possible on what people wanted from their sport. A tremendous response was received and the variety of opinion on each topic was breathtaking. The next step was to arrange a meeting to launch the review process and this took place in May, on one of only few available dates, at the Eaton Hotel in Birmingham. Despite only 10 people being able to attend due to the meeting being arranged at short notice, there was plenty of interest with over 30 people indicating they wished to become directly involved in the development process. At the meeting there were presentations from Ian Brown and Rob Mace on the different areas that had to be reviewed. These were then broken down into four key areas; Governance, Racing, Technical and Sport development. Key topics in each area were then identified as follows:-

Governance

· Commission set up

· Regional Structure and Committee set up

· International management and set up - including tour preparation

· International calendar

· Annual Conference

· Racing Calendar tset 
Racing

· International Racing

· Home Nations

· Premier League

· Regional Leagues

· Local League racing

· British Youth and Junior League

· British Club Championships

· British Team Championship

· Women’s racing

· British Individual Championships

· Euro Vets & Vets racing

· British Grand Prix Series

· British Indoor Championship

· Grasstrack racing

· Promotional events
Technical

· Referee’s and match day officials

· Discipline

· Coaches and Coaching 

· Cycle Speedway Academy’s

· National and Local media
Sports Development


· National & International Development

· Club development – Clubmark, volunteers and officials

· Club Development handbook

· Club Funding – Grants, Revenue sources and Sponsorship

· Publicity and websites 

· Promotion of the sport

· Four regional clubs development project

· 10 ways to build your club
1. Club Nights

2. Saturday Morning club

3. Local Go Ride League/school league

4. Speedway events

5. other cycling clubs

6. school lessons and after school clubs

7. Sustrans and other independent body

8. scouts and other groups

9. Festivals and carnivals

10. Corporate fun days out
Throughout the meeting lots of discussion took place on each subject and there were plenty of great ideas mooted around the room that would help develop the sport further over the next few years.  One of the key discussion points was the fact that each of the current managers roles (BY&JL, Referees, Premier etc) required them to carry out the task single handily, and although accountable to the commission, their role was restricted by the amount of time they could spare. In addition, they had to solely carry the burden of responsibility for the role and as a result were often unfairly criticised for the decisions that were reached. It was felt that if each of the managers had a small committee to help them run and review their “departments”, more could be achieved and more importantly, there would be far more openness and accountability for the decisions made. Unfortunately, with the racing calendar in full swing it was decided to focus on only two or three key subjects in each of the 4 suggested areas. A steering committee was formed consisting of Tim Metcalfe - Development Officer, Ian Brown – Project Manager, Bob Prince – Operations Officer and Paul West – Events Development Officer. Several mini committees’ would be formed to review the individual areas and this work would be carried out during August and September and reported back to the commission at the October meeting. Other areas started once the season was over and many more will start over the winter.

The subjects chosen in each area were as follows:
Governance

International management and set up - including tour preparation

Dave Murphy and the ICSF are in the process of reviewing the international set up and it is expected that the ICSF will shortly be creating a committee to help develop the sport at international level. Once that is known it is likely that a review will take place to decide whether to change the structure of the commission or create a sub committee to work with the ICSF on development. In the meantime the Great Britain positions came up for renewal and the commission decided that a Great Britain manager was required to cover the women’s team and the position was sought in addition to the senior and junior manager’s position. 
Annual Conference

It had been suggested by several people that the end of season report should be reintroduced and the review team believed by doing so would save considerable time at the annual conference. Vast time is normally spent delivering reports relaying what had happened over the season in each of the regions and other key areas. Instead those reports could be delivered to the sport way in advance of the annual conference, in the form of an end of year report, creating valuable time at the conference for developing our sport. In reality looking forwards not backwards. To achieve this, the end of season report needed to be compiled after the regional AGM’s to allow every club and every region the opportunity to discuss the season just completed, identify any areas of concern and provide suggested solutions. It would also give them the opportunity to raise any questions they may have for the commission. It was therefore decided that to allow enough time for this to happen the annual conference needed to be moved into the New Year; creating sufficient time to publish the report, answer any immediate queries and create an agenda for the conference.  It was also decided by the commission to re-brand as a Development Conference to reflect its new purpose and to open it up once again to anyone who wanted to be involved in moving the sport forward.
Racing Calendar

The racing calendar had worked in roughly the same format for several years and with all the additional racing had become extremely congested. The most common complaint from riders, especially non premier riders, was insufficient regional racing. While club officials were complaining that there was far too much racing and the calendar needed slimming. However there were no events that were not supported and in fact some of the competitions were oversubscribed. For 2012 Competitions manager Pete Ward and Events manager Paul West were tasked with developing a new calendar. The Outcome has been the grouping together of British Championships by age group over long weekends in the same area, thus reduciing the travelling needed on a week by week basis for riders wishing to compete in a number of British Championships in anyone season. This also helps to free up extra weekends which in turn has assisted in giving the opportunity for a full programme of Regional Racing at least every other weekend throughout the season. Given the considerable entry level over the past two seasons the programme for the Indoor Championships is now under review with probable outcome of these being spread over three days over two weekends. 
Elite and Premier League
EL/PL Manager Dave Fleming formed a sub committee tasked with reviewing the premier league, its rules and any future development
British Youth and Junior League

Mel Perkins MBE the BY&JL Manager, formed a sub committee tasked with reviewing the BY&JL, its rules and any future development. 
Women’s Racing
The review of women’s racing has only just begun with Ivan Pike, Tony Bennett, Ian Brown and new GB manager Geoff Gamage forming a committee to oversee the review. The women’s league once again proved very successful with the only complaint being the fact that the racing was crammed together with 3 fixtures over five weeks. To aid development a new pair’s competition for Women will be tried in 2012 as a one off and if successful will be introduced as a league in 2013. Clubs will be invited to enter as many teams as they wish and a full day’s racing is expected with qualifying rounds, consolation finals and play off finals envisaged. The aim of the league is to allow clubs with only one or two riders to take part to encourage growth but not restrict those clubs who already have several riders. Rules and regulations will be available in the New Year.
Technical
Discipline

A new British Cycling Discipline structure will be introduced in the New Year within which the BC CS Commission will play an active part. The BC CS Commission will also continue to have its own a discipline committee to oversee all offences to ensure that, where it is felt appropriate that offences are reported to the relevent parties. A key part of this process is the prompt provision by the sport of the appropriate evidence and paperwork. The immediate submission of Referee’s reports to BCHQ where offences are committed which incorporate the issue of any red card or where Match officials witness incidents which could be deemed as bringing the sport into disrepute is vital. In recent years the lack of the appropriate documentation in good time has lead to the possible withdrawl of charges against offenders on the basis of lack of basic written evidence. 
Sports Development

Club development – Clubmark, volunteers and officials

Rob Mace from BCHQ and Ian Brown are providing support to those clubs who have started the go ride process and those that want to. The target is to get every CS club in the country to reach at least Go Ride status but their ultimate long term goal is for every club to become a Clubmark club. There will also be a focus on helping clubs attract more volunteers and officials into their clubs through the go ride programme. 
Regional clubs development project
At the development meeting it was thought that direct help from a development workgroup in a practical way would prove beneficial to the sport in general. One club from each region (2 in the Midlands) was identified – Heckmondwike, Bretford and Coventry, Swindon and East London – and approached to help them develop. The clubs that were identified were chosen as they were the most at risk of not surviving as a club but also because they had club members who were willing to evolve and keen to redevelop. Each of these clubs have already or are about to apply for Go Ride status and have members for key roles within their club structure. Over the course of the next few months projects will be identified at each club and funding sought. The projects are designed to simply generate growth with targets set for new members at each club. A grant will be applied for to obtain new bikes, helmets and other safety equipment. Volunteers will be identified and the cost of suitable courses will added to the grant application to ensure that a recognisable structure is achieved at the club. The focus will then be on developing a club night first with the emphasis on activities at the club. Varying activities is essential to keep interest high and ensure that the word spreads. A squash ladder (winner moves up a group, fourth place moves down one) is often the best form of achieving a level playing field, as riders ability is soon identified. It is a level playing field that will encourage riders to return and meet parent’s expectations and in turn generate growth. Generating a club competition where riders represent their school, schoolhouse or even village or street is the next step. Mums and Dads should also be encouraged to compete. Individual competitions often work the best but every point scored should be added to a team total, this encourages kids to bring a friend to win the next match and in turn achieves growth.  The five clubs will be worked on throughout 2012 and every idea, project written, application made and every document used will be made available to every club to copy and use for their own purposes. It is our intention to work directly with the five clubs but help everybody else who wishes to copy what we are doing or simply wants to follow a similar path.
FACILITIES
Most clubs continue to persevere to upgrade thier facilities on a year on year basis and at least keep the tracks themselves well maintained. All very expensive both in terms of materials and volunteer man hours.  Amongst the success stories of 2011 are Hethersett which now has a perminant fence and the full revamping of The Graves track in Sheffield. From 2011 the BC CS Commission agreed that Track inspections need not be conducted annually but on a less frequent basis or when significant work had been done to a facility which might affect its grading or safety in terms of useage.   
2013/2014 INTERNATIONAL TEAM MANAGER APPOINTMENTS
INTERNATIONAL TEAM MANAGERS

Great Britain (Men) - Dave Murphy



Great Britain (Women) - Geoff Gamage 



Great Britain (Junior) - Ivan Pike




England - Pete Barnes/Graham Sutton



Ireland - Gary Colby


Scotland - Gavin Kennedy



Wales - Nicky Evans


WILKINSON SWORD

May congratulations to Andy Schofield (Hull) for receiving this award which is presented annually for services to Cycle Speedway over the past twelve months. This is voted on by the BC CS Commission from nominations received from within the Sport. 
2011 BC CS COMMISSION CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

The regional reports show a healthy and prospering situation, with good numbers and diversity of competition. This is the backbone of the sport, and debt of gratitude is due to the good people who run all the leagues, and the helpers who turn out, week in and week out, to make the meetings possible, putting a lot of effort into a sport which gives back so much. Thank you to you all, and a special mention to the authors of the reports, who have spent time and effort to bring records of solid achievement to this annual report.

The Premier League, to be split into Elite and Premier for 2012, will give more teams opportunities for higher level competition beyond their regional leagues. Whilst the total of 10 teams in the two national leagues is a slight disappointment, the Premier League is now a step up that perhaps is not quite so daunting as before. It should allow the development of clubs and riders, some of whom hopefully will find their way into the highest levels of competition in the Elite League. There are two really tough jobs in the leagues, that done by Dave Flemming and that done by all the referees. For what you have done and will continue to do, thank you.

I cannot leave national competitions without a special mention for Mel Perkins and Ivan Pike, who have a stunning success on their hands, with the British Youth and Junior League. The problem of the huge numbers is a great one to have. Well done, gentlemen.

A major thread of the Commission’s work is now Development. Ian Brown leads a dedicated and very hard working group, who have been creating foundations for a solid ongoing stream of development, which will support and improve the sport over the years. It is important to note that this is not a “Plan xxxx”, excellent though those projects were, but an open ended and continuous process, targeted at constant improvements. Ian needs your support, and I ask you to be generous in offering it.

In Coaching, we now have the level 2 award, fully supported by HQ professional staff, and this will offer opportunities to already good coaches to be even better, with the additional knowledge that the formal learning process offers. It is not an easy option for established coaches. However, it is one that can only improve standards throughout the sport, by adding coaching theory to already extensive discipline-specific technical knowledge. 

Officiating. It’s unfortunate to have to note that referees, who are integral to the sport, have suffered unreasonable dissent and even abuse yet again this season. We have to respect their decisions, even when we believe they may be in error. There is a human element, there is passion, and conflict, and like all of us, the referee can have an off day. Just as riders can. If the referee made as many mistakes as the competitors (as happens in some other sports) then there really would be a serious issue! So please, let us all show respect to the person in the striped shirt, who is doing a challenging job to the best of his or her ability and experience. A simple thought – ABUSE THEM AND YOU LOSE THEM.

Highlights.  Performances at the world championships and in internationals, all brought excellent results, and commented on in the report to BC National Council. The recent indoor championship was a bit special, with bike handling of the highest quality on show, and a few spectacular incidents as well! But just a single moment this season highlights to me the sheer joy of attaining a long desired goal, and the picture of Andy Angell’s reaction on winning the individual championship on a cloudy day in Norwich will be one which sticks in my memory. It was a brilliantly organised day (thanks Ian), great racing, and a final heat, full of drama, that you could not have scripted. Everything that is good about the sport was on show that day, and all recorded for TV as well. Simply excellent.

To conclude, I think we all owe a great deal to the efforts of Paul West, who has been instrumental in introducing many initiatives, particularly in improving communications for everyone. His support to the Commission has been brilliant, and I know Paul is welcomed at many venues. Long may it continue.

I have now completed three years as Chairman of the Commission, and within the framework of the BC Board, annually some Commission rotation takes place, so 2011 is my final year as Chairman. George Gilbert, who will be known to many in the BC Eastern region as Chairman, is taking over the chair of the Commission. I have had a challenging and interesting time, made some new friends, and I hope to move on with things progressing well, and wish George all the best for his tenure, with Paul’s support the sport is in safe hands.

Authors of Reports
Rob Absalom, Ian Brown, Colin Docker, Dave Flemming, 
Glenn Grange, Mike Hack, Mel Perkins MBE, Paul West 
