[image: image1.jpg]Y BRITISH

NHErcLING

FIFTY YEARS OF BRITISH CYCLING



                                             [image: image2.jpg]o/
0\’0 CYCLING





BCPR/2009/017
16 July 2009
For immediate release 
BRITISH CYCLING CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
This year British Cycling celebrates 50 years as the National Governing Body for Cycling in Britain and will be running a number of activities to mark this historic occasion. The anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate the sport and the people that make it happen. Adding to the sense of occasion is the recent Olympic success of British riders and the fact that London 2012 is just three years away.  

British Cycling will create a Hall of Fame and induct 50 individuals from within the sport as a way of recognising their contribution to cycling over the past five decades. Embracing the wider cycling community, British Cycling will look at the entire cycling spectrum and all cycling disciplines, from volunteers, event organisers and race officials to coaches, athletes and influential figures within the sport. Names of inducted individuals will be released over the autumn months and the public will be invited to nominate their candidates. 

British Cycling will soon be launching the 50th Anniversary Online and creating a module on the website devoted to its history and to the history of the sport, with the public encouraged to submit their memoirs and stories from the past five decades. The 50th Anniversary module will also encourage contributions from long standing British Cycling members and once again bring to life historic cycling moments. 

Culminating all celebrations will be the 50th Anniversary Gala in February 2010, an event that will incorporate British Cycling’s Annual Awards Dinner. The gala will be devoted to ‘Cycling Champions’ in the organisation’s 50th year and bring together staff, riders, volunteers, partners, sponsors, cycling ambassadors and key figures in the sport.
Ian Drake, CEO at British Cycling, comments: “Our 50th Anniversary is an ideal opportunity to express our gratitude to all the people in our sport for their fantastic contribution over the past five decades. It is thanks to our members that we are transforming Britain into the number one cycling nation in the world and it is through our members that we will continue to work towards making cycling Britain’s most popular sport.”
Brian Cookson, President at British Cycling, adds: “Our sport only happens thanks to individuals willing to give up their own time to help others enjoy cycling, whatever their ability, motivation or goals, and for this reason we will be making a special effort to recognise volunteers in our sport.
“We would not be where we are today without the forward looking individuals at the British League of Racing Cyclists and the National Cyclists Union who laid solid foundations for our organisation, so we will also be remembering them this year.”
More details regarding British Cycling’s 50th Anniversary celebrations will be released over the coming months. For more information please visit www.britishcycling.org.uk
-ENDS-

Notes to Editors:

British Cycling is the national governing body for cycle sport in the UK whose aim is to inspire participation in cycling as a sport, recreation and sustainable transport through achieving worldwide success. In 2008 the GB Cycling Team brought home 34 medals from the Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Games, boosting the nation’s interest in cycling and focusing its hopes on London 2012. British Cycling governs all cycling disciplines from BMX, cycle speedway and cyclo-cross to mountain bike, track and road. It is funded by membership, UK Sport, Sport England and British Sky Broadcasting.
Brief History of British Cycling:

In 1959 the National Cyclists Union and the British League of Racing Cyclists merged to create the British Cycling Federation and the UCI gave it control of all competitive elements of cycling in Britain. Initially based in London, the organisation briefly moved to Kettering in Northamptonshire before settling into its current home at the Manchester Velodrome in 1994. In 1997 the British Cycling Federation became known as British Cycling to accommodate the incorporation of the British Mountain Bike Federation, the English BMX Association, the British Cycle Speedway Council and the British Cyclo-Cross Association. 
In 2008 the GB Cycling Team returned home with 34 medals from the Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Games, bringing cycling into the public consciousness and focusing the hopes of the nation on London 2012. Today British Cycling manages all elite aspects of the sport, including events and performances at GB level, but also aims to inspire participation in cycling as recreation and sustainable transport through achieving worldwide success.  

British Cycling is funded by membership, UK Sport, Sport England and British Sky Broadcasting and governs all cycling disciplines from BMX, cycle speedway and cyclo-cross to mountain bike, track and road racing. The organisation is currently entering an unprecedented period of expansion in the run up to London 2012 through increased funding from UK Sport, Sport England and commercial partnerships and will drive a real and tangible legacy for cycling beyond the next Olympics. 
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